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Upcoming Events 

 Dec. 2— Friday, “Hanging of 
the Greens” at 6:30 PM.  Have 
fun decorating the church for 
Christmas and enjoy snacks 

later in the fellowship hall. 

 Dec. 9—Friday, ARISE Live 
Worship & Fellowship in the 
Soul Garage from 7 PM-?  Join 
us for live worship, 
communion, prayer and 
fellowship.  Everyone 

welcome.   

 Dec. 13—Tuesday, Building & 
Facilities Meeting at 

Maranatha at 6:00 PM. 

 Dec. 14—Wednesday, Young 
@ Heart (age 55+) Soup, 
sandwich & dessert lunch will 
be provided at noon followed 
by Christmas carols and games 
in the fellowship hall. Please 
RSVP at bulletin board inside 
fellowship hall to the left so we 
know how many to expect.  

Lee Wohlk 715-458-2925. 

 Dec. 17 & 18 —Saturday at 
7:00 PM and Sunday at 8:45 
and 10:30 AM, Children’s 
Christmas Program “Back to 
the Manger” at our worship 

services.  

 Dec. 24 & 25— Christmas 
Services at 4:30 PM and 6:00 
PM on Christmas Eve and at 
8:45 and 10:30 AM on 
Christmas Day. (All services are 
identical) “HOPE WAS BORN 
THIS NIGHT” Join us for a 
contemporary worship service 
that will celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ. Invite your friends 

and family.  

 

December 

 



The Soul and Barbed Wire 

By Lawrence D. Anderson 

 Boris Nicolayevich Kornfeld was a doctor imprisoned in the Soviet Gulag (a political prison system) around 

1950.  A literary giant writes: “Here is a rewarding and inexhaustible direction for your thoughts: Reconsider your 

previous life.  Remember everything you did that was bad and shameful and take thought—can’t you possibly correct 

it now?”  The writer was ill, lying in the surgical ward of a camp hospital, hot and feverish.  His only company was 

Boris Kornfeld, a convert from Judaism to Christianity.   

 Kornfeld told his story, saying: “And on the whole, do you know, I have become convinced that there is no 

punishment that comes to us in this life on earth which is undeserved. Superficially it can have nothing to do with 

what we are guilty of in actual fact, but if you go over your life with a fine-tooth comb and ponder it deeply, you will 

always be able to hunt down that transgression of yours for which you have now received this blow.” Behind barbed 

wire, Kornfeld found redemption for his soul and confessed that the full weight of his wrongdoing was born in the 

body of the Incarnate Son of God.  He sought to “correct it now” by living his remaining days in the service of the 

King. He could no longer avert his eyes from evil, whether by his own hand or in the act of another. Fellow 

prisoners, who were profiting from the sufferings of other prisoners, believed Kornfeld was a threat and murdered 

him in his sleep that night. 

 The sick man, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, recovered and wrote: “And so it happened that Kornfeld’s prophetic 

words were his last words on earth. And, directed to me, they lay upon me as an inheritance. You cannot brush off 

that kind of inheritance by shrugging your shoulders.” Solzhenitsyn was redeemed as he responded to the message 

of Kornfeld’s witness. He also chose to “correct it now.” He would not be silent. He would write the truth, no matter 

the cost. Kornfeld’s story is told deep in Solzhenitsyn’s magnum opus, The Gulag Archipelago, Volume 2, Section 4, 

and Chapter 1.  

 Matthew 21:18-22 and Mark 11:12-14, 20-21 record an acted out parable—the cursing of 

the fig tree.  Jesus appears vindictive as He cursed the unfruitful fig tree.  There is a lesson in the 

parable, obscure to us, but well-understood by the religious leaders of Jesus’ day.  They knew the 

fig tree referred to unfruitful Israel, and to their own unrighteousness. (Jeremiah 8:13; 29:15-19; 

Hosea 9:10, 16; Micah 7:1-4; Nahum 3:12) They did not accept the charges and refused to correct 

their unrighteous actions. (Mark 11:15-19)   

 Israel was chosen to declare God’s glory among all nations.  “Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to 

the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare 

his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.” (Psalm 96:1-3, NIV) The people 

and their leaders had become introverted, proud, and unable to recognize their guilt. They had no longing to 

“correct it now” in the service of their promised King.  Israel, the unfruitful fig tree, failed to serve the King 

and declare His glory. The Lord would fulfill His promise to Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3) through Gentiles 

redeemed by the promised Messiah of the Jews.  

 Kornfeld, a Jew, and Solzhenitsyn, a Gentile, were united in Christ, the Incarnate Son of God. “You 

are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus [and] have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is neither Jew 

nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  If you belong to Christ, then you 

are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” (Galatians 3:26-29)  We have received a great 

inheritance from the Lord. The Messiah of the Jews unites us in the redemption He purchased, enduring in His own 

body the full punishment our rebellion deserves. (Romans 5:6-8)  The cursing of the fig tree is a warning to all who 

might be tempted to “brush off [our] inheritance by shrugging [our] shoulders.” May this Christmas season inspire 

us with a longing to share our inheritance by “correcting it now,” living just, righteous, and holy lives in the service 

of our Lord.   



Please include these people in your prayers: 

Marv Oftedahl, Marilyn Longseth, Roxanne Raddenbach, 
Sonna Phillips, Claudia Franson, Stan Oftedahl, Darlene 
Strohmeyer, Pat Swanson, Pat Young, Richard & Violet 
Fossum, Lois Northey, Brett & Melissa Oftedahl’s unborn 
twins, Loni Wold, Marjie Peterson’s husband Lynn, Paul 
Green’s step-brother Tom, Jeanne Stricklen’s brother Tom, 
Kathy Johnson’s mother Irene Vaughn,  Craig Severud’s 
dad Todd, Al Davidson’s mother Pearl, Fran Reich’s 
children, Pavick’s son Jeremiah, Lillian Bjugstad’s son 
Mark, Joan Neidermire’s dad Roland, Don & Bernadette 
Park’s son Bruce & nephew AJ, Glen Wegner’s nephew 
James, Keven Jensen’s cousin Rob, Bill Schreiber’s sister 
Esther, Vicky Heldt’s friend Brenda Espeseth, Sandy 
Hodge’s sister Jo, Bill McClain’s half-sister Charmaine,  
Andy Hillman’s mother Rita, Leah Margan’s niece Leanna,   
Rich Robinson’s cousin Stephanie,  Yvonne Hansen’s 
friend Sue, Flohr’s nephew Joshua & mother Bernice, 
Culver’s former son-in-law Rick,   Fenton’s friend Jerry,  
Mary Potter’s sister Dorothy, & Carol Montgomery’s 
brother Ronnie. 

Serving in the military:  Dave & Darlene Strohmeyer’s 
daughter Dawn is serving in Afghanistan. Don & Esther 

“But God 
has surely 

listened and 
heard my voice 
in prayer.  Praise 
be to God, who 
has not rejected 
my prayer or 
withheld His 
love from me!” 
Psalm  66:19-20 

Swan’s grandson Dustin Hyland is at sea serving in 
the Navy.  

Praises. The birth of Lawson James to parents 
Daniel and Heather Ripplinger on October 28th.  
Doug & Connie Ripplinger are celebrating the birth 
of grandson William Douglas Green to parents Matt 
& Laura Green on Tuesday, November 15, 2011.  
The healthy delivery of premature twins Eva and 
Abriella Oftedahl to parents Brett and Melissa, and 
grandparents Marv & Brenda Oftedahl.  

 The many Operation Christmas Child 
volunteers who helped make this program such a 
great success this year: Susan Fenton, Judy 
Gonske, Mary Holmes, Yvonne Hansen, Marsha 
Stoeberl, Patti Gibbons Cliff & Dube Culver, Sharon 
Heldt, and Marie & Eldon Welch.  
Thanks also to the parents and 
AWANA children who gave over 
120 shoeboxes, up from 75 last 
year.  Bob & Brenda Lindner 
were able to deliver over 430 
boxes to the collection 
warehouse in Hudson. 

Congregational Care -  Prayer Concerns 

ELDER REPORT 

December 2011 
 

Hi there. My name is Jim Holmes and my wife's is Mary.  Actually our real names are “Gpa Jim 
and Gma Mary” to our three precious grandsons; it's “Miss Mary and Miss Sharon” (in the 4's 
and 5's class) and “Mary” on Thursday mornings Woman's Bible study; and I'm really Carie's 
(Peterson) dad and John's father-in-law and very proud to be so!  I'm also one of the new 
members of your elder board and have been asked to bring you an update on some of the 
activities and to share our excitement and vision.   

 

Praise God for His work in our men's and women's Bible studies and fellowship/growth groups 
this year.  Not sure how the guys are able to do this, but would you believe that there's a bunch (20+) guys getting Pastor 

Dan & Pastor Paul and Bill McClain up super early on Wednesday morning for Men’s Fraternity? 
 

And the most recent report we received from our Wednesday night folks is that the new unified program is really taking off, 
too.  Not that we don't have areas that are needing improvement (and additional volunteer help, by the way), but every 
AWANA circle is being double-timed and rooms are totally full of young lives, some from Maranatha and others from the 
community.  The Bible is being memorized and large numbers of our church family are building relationships with our 
children. 

 

There is also change in our missionary family make-up.  Several new families have been added and at least two of our 
current group have been called to other ministries recently. 

 

Would you be willing to ask God to provide His choice servants for us in two areas?  We are encouraged to hear of recent 
interaction between our search committee and current candidates for the Pastor of Children and Youth Ministries position.  
Please pray specifically that God will give wisdom to those on the committee and also to each of the candidates. If you have 
comments, questions or people to suggest, please contact Jane Farm. The second area of vision and desire is a full-time 
worship director. I'm sure you agree that we do place a huge, full-time responsibility on our present worship team and 
leadership.  Praise God for their faithfulness.   Thanks for your prayerful support. 

 

Paul's wish for his people in the Philippian church is our wish for each of you: May “the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with [our] spirit.” God is great! 

Jim Holmes 



“Hanging of the Greens”  is on Friday, December 2nd at 6:30 PM.  Have fun decorating the church for Christmas and enjoy snacks 
later in the fellowship hall.  Bring a snack to share.  Everyone welcome! 
 

ARISE Live Worship & Fellowship time in the Soul Garage, Friday, December 9th from 7 PM-?  Join us for live worship, communion, 
prayer and fellowship.  Everyone welcome.   
 

Awakening  Services Sundays, December 4th and 11th in the Soul Garage at 10:30 AM.  Additional Parking is available in the parking lot 
at Thomas Precision Engineering, just north of the soul Garage.  The Awakening Service will be cancelled Sundays December 18th, 
25th and January 1st.  Please join us at one of the services in the church sanctuary. 

AWANA will meet on Wednesday Nights, December 7th and 14th. At 6:30 PM in the Ministry Center.  Please note because of the 
holidays we will not be meeting the other Wednesdays in December. 

Trek (Jr. High) and Journey (Sr. High)  Meet Wednesday nights December 7th and 14th this month at 6:30 PM in the soul Garage.  
 

Young at Heart (Age 55+) will meet at noon for soup, sandwiches & dessert (Meal Provided) on Wednesday, December 14th.  Please 
sign up at the bulletin board in the fellowship hall so we know how many to expect. Following the meal we will sing hymns & 
Christmas Carols & Hymns then enjoy a small gift exchange game.  If you wish to participate in the gift exchange, please bring a 
small gift of $5 value or less that can be given to either a man or a woman (not gender specific). For more information contact 
Lee & Shelby Wohlk at 715-458-2925..  
 

Christmas EVE  Services —  meets in our Sanctuary.  Be sure to join us on Saturday, December 24th at one of our services at 4:30 
PM or 6:00 PM.  This will be an identical service to the ones on Sunday, Christmas.. “”Hope Was Born This Night” —a contemporary 
worship experience to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Christmas Day Services—8:45 & 10:30 AM “Hope Was Born This Night” is a contemporary worship experience to celebrate the birth of 
our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Children’s Hide & Seek Sunday School on December 4th and 11th —Children Ages 2 years-8th Grade are invited to come to the 
ministry Center Sunday mornings at 10:30 –11:30 AM  for crafts, songs, games, and Bible stories.  Parents, We want to provide a safe 
environment for your children & you help us personally By Dropping off and picking up your children at the Ministry Center.  
Thank You!  Please Note that there will not be children’s Sunday school on December 18th, 25th or January 1st.  Thank you. 

remember our Missionaries… Visit our website:  www.maranathafree.com and click on the link for MINISTRIES which will take you 
to where you can click on “missions.”  Monthly updated prayer requests will be posted there.   If you do not have access to 
the internet, please pick up a copy of the Missionary Prayer Sheet from the Connecting Point (desk) in the Welcome Center 
Lobby) each month as we update it. 

3340 S. Main Street 

Rice Lake, WI  54868 

Phone:  715-234-8313 

mefc@chibardun.net 

Maranatha 
Evangelical  Free 
Church  

We’re on the Web! 

www.maranathafree.com 
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December Announcements 


